Reactions to ischemic pain: interactions between individual, situational and naloxone effects.
Fifty-two paid volunteers participated in two separate factorial investigations of the effects of naloxone on time tolerance of and affective reactions to ischemia, as a function of the interaction between expectations of involvement in the experimental situation and experimental variables involving stress or suggestions of analgesia. Naloxone-induced reduction in tolerance to ischemia interacted significantly with the level of involvement expectancies. The suggestion of analgesia provided no significant naloxone-saline discrimination, but there was a significant interaction between variable memory task conditions and drug effects on the time ischemia was tolerated. These findings suggest that naloxone-opiate receptor interactions may depend on individual differences in attitudes to the situation, but may be potentiated by select environmental stimuli. Analyses of the effects of treatment on affective reactions to ischemia failed to show consistent results.